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Romana Van Lissum Long Biography
Romana Van Lissum was born in Karvina, Czechoslovakia. When the Russians invaded her country in 1968, Romana’s parents left everything behind and escaped with her to Canada when she was only nine months old.  She grew up with her younger brother in Edmonton, Alberta. 
In 1980, at the age of 12, Romana (and her childhood friend, Shannon Gibson) had their poem, Alberta In The Future submitted by their teacher to a writing contest, sponsored by the province of Alberta. It was chosen among many and published in the book, 75 And Growing. Romana continued her writing in junior high school, writing poetry and short stories. After graduating high school, her family moved to Maple Ridge, BC. She continued her studies at Cosmotology School of Canada. Although she graduated with honours, she wasn’t interested in pursuing this line of work. 
A friend persuaded Romana to apply for work at the local spindle factory where she worked. She was hired and met the love of her life. Two years later, they were married and exactly eleven months later, had a daughter. 
A few years later, at the insistence of a friend, Romana got dragged along to compete in a bikini contest. She didn’t place in the contest that night, but she got hired to work as a shooter girl. This was her stepping stone into the waitressing world. She got bit by the competition bug and continued to compete in the bikini contest circuit for almost four years. In 1995, she won the title of Miss Budweiser at a local club (as well as numerous first runner-ups in many other titles). 
A year later she had quit that club since the drive was too far from home. She was hired at a popular Vancouver strip bar as shooter girl and beer barrel girl. Over the years, she was trained to waitress and eventually worked her way up to top server. She had the highest record in sales for one server in one night, in the history of the club many times over. The record is yet to be broken!
Fifteen years into her career as a cocktail waitress, Romana published her first book (How To Be a Waitress and Make Big Tips, 978-1933817613, paperback, 368 pgs, 6” x 9”, $24.95) where it has been purchased by numerous waitresses and some local restaurant owners for their staff. Romana’s husband encouraged and supported her in her book endeavour. 

When How To Be a Waitress and Make Big Tips was sent to the printer, Romana immediately continued onto her next project, writing The Life of a Stripper. She spent two years interviewing over 50 exotic dancers and writing their stories. While searching for an editor, she decided to work with an exotic dancer going by the pen name Carnation. Carnation studied writing in University and works as a freelance writer on the side. Romana loved Carnation’s writing style and enjoyed working with her. While searching for a graphic artist to design the cover, Romana contacted an ex-stripper friend, Aqilla Aziz (killahdesign@yahoo.com). Once the cover was completed, Romana was thrilled to discover that it had turned out better than she imagined. 

The beginning of 2012, Romana was contacted by Bob Burnham to share a personal story in her life and submit it for review for the new book, Change One Belief. She sent in Rif-sen, My Four-Legged Soul Mate and it was accepted for submission. The book is still in production phase.
April 23, 2012 (on Romana’s 44th birthday), The Life of a Stripper was launched on Amazon.com. Romana was ecstatic to learn that it had gained the illustrious title of an Amazon.com best seller that day. This in turn had pushed How to be a Waitress and Make Big Tips to Amazon.ca best seller status for many weeks. 
July 20, 2012, Romana uploaded her recent ebook, The Life of a Stripper: Special Bonus Edition. 5 Exotic Dancers Confess Their Personal Experiences in the Adult Entertainment Industry, to Smashwords.com. This is a free ebook for fans to download in ebook format and for the ebook to gain some marketing exposure.
Van Lissum continues to waitress and plans to continue in her current position as server in a popular Greater Vancouver strip club f0r as long as possible. 
As an accomplished horsewoman and long-time animal lover, Van Lissum competes in 25 and 50 mile endurance rides and loves to spend as much time as possible training her horse on the trails near her home. She is an advocate of treating all animals with kindness and respect. She also enjoys studying natural horsemanship, yoga, meditation, reading, travelling and spending time with her wonderful friends and family. She lives in Maple Ridge with her incredible husband of 21 years, beautiful daughter Kelsey, two horses, a dog and cat. 
Romana Van Lissum’s current works include:
How To Be a Waitress and Make Big Tips: Get a Top Server’s Secrets to Maximizing Your Tip Earning Potential
The Life of a Stripper: 50 Exotic Dancers Confess Their Personal Experiences in the Adult Entertainment Industry
The Life of a Stripper: Special Bonus Edition. 5 Exotic Dancers Confess Their Personal Experiences in the Adult Entertainment Industry (a free ebook) 
Romana can be contacted at:
Cell phone #                  778-688-1723

Email                              romana@thelifeofastripper.com
Physical Address          22222 Lougheed Hwy

                                         Maple Ridge, BC       V2X 2T2        

Books and ebooks to purchase, The Life of a Stripper:








        

Connect with Romana on…        



