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                                                 The Life of a Stripper: FAQ
· How did you pick the girls for the book?

When I was looking for exotic dancers for the book, I contacted girls I knew through online social networking sites and email. I also asked every dancer that was scheduled at 0ur bar every week until I had my 50 stories.  I explained that they would have full control of their story and there would be no references to real or stage names. They would receive a free copy of the book for their help. 
· Why did you use the name of a flower instead of using stage names/real names?

I decided to substitute the name of a flower for stage names and real names in order to keep the girls anonymous. This keeps them safe from the ‘whackadoodles’ and also allows them to open up further and expose more secrets.

· Has the strip bar industry in BC changed in the last 17 years? If yes, in what way?

The industry has definitely changed in British Columbia. Strip bars in the lower mainland are slowly closing down and disappearing because they are not as busy as they used to be. This may have something to do with the internet since a person does not have a problem finding free porn sites anymore. Also, the drinking and driving laws in British Columbia have grown stricter. Because of this, I’ve noticed that we lost most of our blue collar workers since they quit visiting the club for their after work beer.
When the economy tanked in 2008, the strip bar scene took a big hit. Since many customers cut back on their drinking and partying, the bars have quieted down. I personally think that people are spending more time at home with their big screen TVs and fancy barbeques while entertaining friends. This in turn allows their friends to crash at the person’s home without worrying about driving home drunk or hunting down a taxi and leaving their car overnight in a bar parking lot.
· Can a reader get in touch with a dancer in the book if they are so inclined?

A reader can definitely get in touch with a dancer. They can email me at romana@thelifeofastripper.com and I will forward the message. I can’t promise a response since that is out of my control.
· How much do dancers in BC get paid?
Nowadays, most BC strip clubs have a price cap of $50 per show. A few of the girls have told me that some clubs can pay more. 
· What is the craziest story you heard from the dancers?

The craziest story I have heard in my interviews would probably be about the guy who paid a dancer $1000 to tie him up to the clothing bar in her closet and leave him there.

· As a cocktail waitress in a strip club, what has got to be the most annoying thing about a customer that you’ve encountered?

The most annoying things have got to be some of the stupid questions we get such as, “Know where I can buy some blow?”, “Are your boobs real?”, “Are you happily married?”, “I can’t believe you’re asking me for ID. I feel so old” (the customer looks like they are 15 years old).
· After reading this book, will a girl who wants to be a stripper want to enter this career or not? Why?

After reading this book, I think that a girl will rethink her decision as to whether she wants to enter this industry or do something different. If she can handle the travelling, have some self control around the party atmosphere involving the drinking and drugs, she should do okay. She has to have a good head on her shoulders. The biggest piece of advice from the dancers is to save some money because this job won’t last forever. Also, have a Plan B and think about educating yourself.
· Some of the stories seem embellished. Are the girls really telling the truth?

I know first hand that the girls are telling the truth in the book because while I spent many long hours with most of them, I was told stories in strict confidence that they did not want me to repeat to anyone, let alone print in the book. I was almost like a therapist to some of them, a sister to lend an ear and listen. I am honored and privileged to be a trusted source for them. Also, why would they lie or embellish stories? It’s not like anyone knows their name and they need to prove anything.

· What do you want the reader to take away from reading this book?

I want society to open their mind and see these women as regular people. Break the stereotype. After reading this book, the reader will find that not all strippers have ‘daddy issues,’ are drug addicts, alcoholics or sleep around. Many exotic dancers have never even tried drugs, have children of their own, have worked towards a university degree or have parents that are still happily married. These women see exotic dancing as a job. That’s it. It’s a way to make some decent money and have a flexible schedule while raising a family, going to school or just making a living for now.
I hope the reader sees these beautiful women as strong minded individuals who are just trying to make a living in a tough industry, that many people find taboo. 
